
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       April 17, 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

I am writing to let you know that we have lost a member of our Meade Middle School family. Julianna Forgrave, a 

sixth-grader at our school, died this morning from injuries suffered in a vehicular accident last night.  

 

Julianna was sweet and kind.  Many students considered her a good friend and enjoyed her bubbly personality.  

Teachers enjoyed her personality as well and thought of her as a model student. She will be greatly missed. 

 

We have been in contact with Julianna’s family to offer whatever support we can provide in this tragic and difficult 

time.  We will continue to support them in the difficult days and weeks ahead. I know that you will do the same.  

 

In addition to our own school counselors and school psychologist, we had additional personnel from across our system 

at our school today to assist students and staff members who had a need to talk about their feelings. Our counselors 

will continue to be available to students and staff when we return from break.  

 

We spoke with many students this morning who arrived at school knowing Julianna had been injured and talked with 

them about their feelings. A few students had learned by the end of the day that Julianna had passed away, but we 

made no general announcement to the student body, preferring instead to allow you to speak with your child in manner 

you deem most appropriate. 

 

I encourage you to talk openly with your child about this sad event, and to help them understand that it’s OK not to 

have answers to every question. Children learn how to deal with grief by watching adults deal with grief. Please do 

not be afraid to express your emotions in front of your children. Healthy outlets of emotions can be a valuable 

lesson for them. Additional resources to assist you and your child can be found at www.aacps.org/crisisresources in 

the “Dealing with Grief” section near the bottom of the page.  

 

If you or your child have a need to talk with someone in order to help cope with this situation while schools are closed 

for the break, I encourage you to call the Anne Arundel County Crisis Warmline at 410-768-5522. That service is 

available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

 

Arrangements for Julianna are, obviously, incomplete at this time. When they are finalized, we will attempt to provide 

that information to you. If your child wishes to attend any services, we strongly encourage you to accompany him or 

her. If the funeral is scheduled during school hours, students who wish to attend will need parental permission to be 

released from school. 

 

Death is never an easy thing to accept, but when it comes so suddenly and to someone so young, it is even more 

difficult. Together, I am confident we will help each other and Julianna’s family get through these difficult times. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

       Christine DeGuzman 

       Principal 
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